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Reformation of a Local Church                                 Lecture One                                     Jose Francis Martinez
General Introduction

Introduction

1. The subject we are going to focus upon in this fraternal is the Reformation of a Local Church.
2. And as we deal with this subject, we shall do so under three headings: 1) The Concept of Reformation of a Local Church, 2) The Importance of Reforming a Local Church, 3) The Order of Priority in the Reformation of a Local Church.
Trans: First, consider with me…

I. THE CONCEPT OF REFORMATION OF A LOCAL CHURCH

A. What do I mean by “Reformation of a Local Church”? Reformation of a local church simply means seeking to bring the beliefs and practices of the local church into conformity to apostolic teachings, preserved to us now in Scriptures.
1. Through the preaching of the gospel, disciples are made, and these disciples are then formed or organized into a local church. That is how a church is formed. We see in the book of Acts that this was the apostolic pattern. Acts 14:21-23 (READ). 

2. However, it is a fact that right at the very formation or start of many local churches, many unbiblical teachings and practices have been unknowingly introduced. In a case like that, a church needs reformation. The unbiblical teachings and practices of the church must be corrected and the church must be brought into greater conformity to apostolic teachings, which are now preserved to us in the completed Scriptures.

3. Also there are churches that have had a very good and solid start. Only biblical teachings and practices have been introduced right from its very formation or start. However, it is a reality that a church might slowly drift away from the biblical teachings and practices they have embraced from the start, and unbiblical teachings and practices are slowly introduced. In such a case, a church needs reformation. The unbiblical teachings and practices of the church must be corrected and brought into conformity to apostolic teachings, which are now preserved to us in the completed Scriptures.   

4. In fact, there is a sense in which no church is not in need of reformation. There are always areas in a church’s belief and practice that must be brought into greater conformity to apostolic teachings. Therefore, there is a saying that a reformed church is always reforming, because a church must continually seek to bring its beliefs and practices into greater conformity to apostolic teachings.  

B. Now, this work of reformation cannot be done without the work of the Holy Spirit changing the hearts of the people of God, transforming their thinking, and therefore, their living. But this work is also the work of the church.  
Trans: Now, having considered the Concept of Reformation of a Local Church, consider with me, secondly…

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF REFORMING A LOCAL CHURCH
Preface: 

1. Reforming a local church is a very difficult work that many will not even attempt to do it. Opposition might arise. In fact, it could even become an occasion for a church’s split. So for many it is better not to rock the boat or it might sink.
2. Now, great care and wisdom must be exercised in trying to avoid a church’s split from happening. In reforming a church, patient instruction, wisdom in dealing with the members, and much prayer must be exercised. However, reforming a church is vital. 

3. And why is it vital? One text that powerfully shows the need for reformation is found in 1Tim 3:14, 15 (READ). And in looking at this text, let us first consider the context of the text, the exposition of the text. 
A. The Context of the Text
1. In order to really appreciate the thrust of this passage, we have to have the patience of considering the context. If we note the previous and succeeding context, the Apostle Paul is giving specific directives and instructions to Timothy (who was an apostolic delegate, an evangelist) about ordering the life, beliefs, and practices of the church.  

a. First, he deals with the matter of the prayer meetings of the church – 2:1-8 (READ).  

b. Then, Paul deals with the conduct of women in the gatherings of the church – 2:9-15 (READ).

c. Then Paul moves to give instruction about officers in the local church – 3:1ff 

· First, he deals with the overseers of the local church – 3:1-7 (READ).

· Then Paul deals with the deacons of the local church – 3:8-10 (READ). 

· Then Paul even deals with female diaconal assistants and returns again to the qualifications of deacons – 3:11-13 (READ). 

d. Then Paul reminds Timothy why he is giving these directives to him in writing – 3:14-18 (READ).

e. Then Paul gives instruction about opposing ascetic teachings that will arise in the church – 4:1-11 (READ). 
f. Then Paul instructs Timothy about what ministries he must focus upon in the church – 4:12-16 (READ).

g. Then Paul instructs Timothy even about the manner he is to minister to different age groups in the church – 5:1-2 (READ).

h. Then Paul instructs Timothy about finances in the church – 5:3ff. 

· First, he deals with financial support of widows – 5:3-7, 16 (READ). 

· Then Paul deals with financial support of elders in the church – 5:17-18 (READ). 
i. Then Paul instructs Timothy about the discipline of elders in the church – 5:19-22 (READ). 

j. Then Paul gives a side comment about Timothy’s health and returns to say something about officers in the church – 5:23-25 (READ). 

k. Then Paul gives further instruction to Timothy about relationships of slaves and masters in the church – 6:1-2 (READ). 
l. Then Paul gives a general reminder about covetous teachers and exhorts Timothy to make sure that he avoids their characteristic sin – 6:3-16 (READ). 

m. Then Paul moves to give instruction about what Timothy must teach in wealthy in the church - 6:17-19 (READ).   

n. Then Paul concludes his letter with a powerful appeal to Timothy – 6:20-21 (READ). 
2. So what is Paul doing in all of these? He is giving Timothy instructions about ordering the life, beliefs, and practices of the church according to the teaching of Christ. He wants that every aspect of church’s life, belief, and practice be conformed to the teachings of Christ. 

B. The Exposition of the Text 
Preface: But why is Paul so concern about this? Why is he so concern that every aspect of church’s life, belief, and practice be conformed to the teachings of Christ? The answer lies in the identity of the church (or what the church is). Turn back to 1Tim 3:14, 15 in order to expound it (READ). 
1.
According to Paul here, what is the church? 1) The church is the household or house of God. 2) It is the church of the living God. 3) It is the pillar and support of the truth. And because of this identity of the church, then the life, beliefs, and practices of the church ought to be regulated by instructions given by God. 
a. The word “ought” is dei,. It is a very strong Greek word and refers to something that is absolutely necessary. It is the same word used in Mk 8:31 “And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” 

b. We cannot just do whatever we want to do in the church of God. We must conduct ourselves according to how God wants us to conduct ourselves in the church of God. 

c. And why? Because the church is the household or house of God; it is the church of the living God; it is the pillar and support of the truth.

2.
Let us look at each of these descriptions of the church’s identity one at a time.

a.
The church is the household or house of God – 3:15 

· There is a question as to how to translate the Greek work oikoj used here.  Primarily it means house (a place of dwelling), but it can also mean household (family). It is difficult to determine which of the two Paul really intends here. For elsewhere in the Bible the church is referred to both as the dwelling of God (the place of God’s special presence) and as the family of God.   

· But whatever be the precise meaning intended here will not really make any practical difference. If the church is God’s house or God’s household, then it follows that God’s rules, and not our own, must be observed in the church. In my house and in my family, my rules should be obeyed because it is my house and my family. So also in the church. We must conduct ourselves according to God’s rules and God’s instruction giving to us through the apostolic writings.

b.
The church is the church of the Living God – 3:15

· Why does the church belong to God? He purchased it with His own blood. Act 20:28 (READ). The church is not ours. It belongs to God.

· And this God to whom the church belongs is described as “the Living God”. This description is intended to draw a contrast with the dead idols of the nations. God is not like the dead and lifeless idols that dwell in temples made of stones. They cannot hear, cannot see, cannot smell, cannot move, cannot think and feel, and cannot react to whatever might be happening the temples they dwell in. But God, to whom the church belongs, is the Living God. He sees, He hears, He knows, He feels, and He reacts to whatever is happening in His house or in His household. Therefore, the rules of God’s house must be known and obeyed. We ought to conduct ourselves according to the rules of God’s house or household given to us through the apostolic writings. 

c.
The church is the pillar and support (foundation) of the truth – 3:15
· What is the function of a pillar and foundation? It serves to hold up a building. It you destroy the pillar and foundation then the entire building will collapse. 

· That is what the church is. The church is not the truth. The church is the pillar and support (or foundation) of the truth. It serves to support the truth and to lift it up high. If you destroy the church, then you destroy the pillar and foundation upon which the truth rest. 

· Therefore, it is vital that we abide by God’s instructions about how we must conduct ourselves in church of God or we will put in danger the truth of which the church is the pillar and support. 

· To change the analogy, think of a vessel that will carry 10,000 tons of gold across dangerous sea. If you choose a vessel that is not sea worthy, you will put in danger the gold you will transport in it. Therefore, you have to the make sure that the vessel you will transport the gold is sea worthy, made according to the strictest standards of how vessels should be made. So also the church! It is the pillar and support of the truth. If we do not abide with God’s instructions as to how we must conduct ourselves in the church, then we put in danger the truth of which the church is the pillar and support.

3. Therefore, the life, beliefs, and practices of the church must be brought into conformity to Scriptures. We cannot allow unbiblical beliefs and practices to continue in the church. Reformation is needed in all aspect of church’s life, beliefs, and practices. There will always be the threat of opposition. Yes. But in the light of what the church’s is, reformation is a must.

Trans: Having considered the concept of reformation of a local church, and the importance of reforming a local church, let us now consider…
III.  THE ORDER OF PRIORITY IN THE REFORMATION OF A LOCAL CHURCH
A.
The work of reformation must involve all aspects of church’s life, as indicated in Paul’s letter to Timothy. However, in a church that needs radical and major reformation, there is an order of priority in doing it.  
B.
If you are trying to do major repairs of a house that was either not properly built, or was properly built but because of many years of neglect needs major repairs, you have to have an order of priority. You do not want to focus first on repairing a broken window when the foundation is seriously damaged or the posts or pillars are almost giving way. You must first attend to the foundation and pillars before you worry about a broken window. So also in doing major repairs or reformation of God’s house, you have to have an order of priority. 
C.
And what is the order of priority? If we are assuming really major repairs for reformation, let me recommend an order of priority: 1) The church’s work of evangelism; 2) The church’s membership, 3) The church’s leadership, 4) Other aspects of church’s life – worship, benevolence, etc. This order is not arbitrary. As we consider each of these areas, I trust you will see the logical and practical sequence. 

